
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



EEVIEWS 237 

in it " the masterpiece of Anatole Prance " (p. 125) ; the view that 
his best work is Le Crime de Sylvestre Bonnard is more widely held. 
The convenient " Chronology of the Principal Works of Anatole 
Prance" (p. 233-4) needs some modification. Balthasar dates 
from 1889, not 1890; L'Eglise et la republique from 1904, not 
1905; La Vie de Jeanne a" Arc and Les Contes de Jacques Tourne- 
broche from 1908, not 1909. It should be noted that Filles et 
gargons (1900) is an abridged edition of Nos Enfants (1886). 

These reservations in no wise impugn the value and usefulness 
of Professor Shanks' book. It is a good illustration of the advan- 
tages which the American student of French literature may derive 
from the detached position of his country. It is possible for us to 
look upon French letters sine ira et studio. Professor Shanks has 
made a sincere effort to do so in the case of Anatole France. Con- 
sequently the general reader will find in his book an agreeable and 
helpful introduction to the works of the great stylist. The spe- 
cialist will discover in it a modest but real contribution to the 
literature of the subject. 

D. S. Blokdheim. 

Johns Hopkins University. 



La Jeunesse de Charles Nodier — Les Philadelphes, par Leonce 
Pingaud. Paris, Champion, 1919. 279 pp. 

La Jeunesse de Charles Nodier by M. Leonce Pingaud, Pro- 
fessor Emeritus of the University of Besangon, presents a detailed 
survey of the boyhood and youth of Nodier, supported at every step 
by documentary evidence, much of it hitherto unpublished. The 
study is an objective one, concerned chiefly with the external aspects 
of Nodier's life, the establishment of facts and the destruction of 
legends, and will be of inestimable value to the critic who eventually 
undertakes a definitive " Life " of Nodier. 

That " Life," given Nodier's activities, must necessarily be both 
historical and literary in its interests. As was to be expected of 
Professor Pingaud, this book is focussed on the historical. Its 
vivid narrative and admirable method give an extremely interesting 
and authoritative picture of political life in the Franche-Comte 
under the Terror, the Directoire, the Consulat and the Empire. 
Its special study is the adjustment of Nodier, who as a boy was 
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affiliated with the Jacobin group of Besangon, to the subsequent 
changing political conditions. In this connection, Professor Pin- 
gaud elucidates the history of the secret society of the Philadelphes. 

The chief literary interest of the book lies in the discrepancies 
established by the author between the facts concerning Nodier's 
participation in various revolutionary plots and movements, as re- 
vealed by letters and records, and the role he has assigned himself 
in his Histoire des Societes secretes de Varmee (1815), and his 
Souvenirs de jeunesse, Souvenirs de la Revolution (1832-1841). 

Nodier was known by friends and enemies alike for a marvellous 
embroiderer of the truth, and the unreliability of these accounts 
of his had never been questioned. Just what were the facts that 
Nodier so delightfully embellished had, however, been unknown 
until Professor Pingaud brought them to light. He admits that 
his researches are far from exhaustive, but he does not believe that 
further effort would be justified by the results to be reached. 
Nodier's books belong to literature rather than to history. He has 
enveloped " l'epopee imperiale dans une page de roman. . . . Ce 
que Nodier a deploye d' esprit, pour adapter quelques textes authen- 
tiques a une affabulation fantastique et pour suppleer aux faits par 
des hypotheses, le montre avantageusement comme romancier et 
journaliste, deux professions qui n'impliquent guere le souci de la 
verite (p. 179). 

Of the Souvenirs, Professor Pingaud writes : 

" Voila certes un easier judiciare bien fourni, mais dont il faut 
raturer ou annuler presque toutes les pages. Nodier a ete souvent 
signale ou recherche pour des manifestations politiques sans gravite 
et d'ordinaire insignifiantes. . . . Jamais il n'y a eu contre lui de 
condamnation judiciaire, k plus forte raison de sentence capitale. 
Pour avoir voulu, des l'age de douze ans, jouer a l'homme fait, il a 
ete traite en enfant jusqu'a trente. En somme il a servi publi- 
quement tous les regimes dont il a dit avoir a se plaindre, au club 
sous la Terreur, a la bibliotheque de l'Ecole centrale sous le Direc- 
toire, dans les bureaux d'un journal officieux sous le Consulat et 
sous l'Empire. Ne fut-ce que sur le terrain politique, il a et6 ce 
que Sainte Beuve, un peu plus tard, confessait etre lui-meme, 
l'homme le plus rompu et le plus brise aux metamorphoses " p. 
201). 

Mention should also be made of the fifty pages of hitherto un- 
published material at the end of the book. They include By-laws 
of the Societe des Philadelphes, two youthful speeches of Nodier, 
thirteen letters of Nodier, between 1801 and 1819 (?), a corre- 
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spondence between Weiss and Pertuisier in which there is much 
mention of Nodier, and various letters from Weiss and other friends 
to Nodier. The Nodier-Weiss and the Weiss-Pertuisier letters 
alone offer a literary interest. Weiss and Pertuisier exchange 
opinions on Nodier' s first books. The letters of Nodier reinforce 
the testimony already in existence regarding his early and eager 
preoccupation with literature in general and romantic literature 
in particular. 

And finally no student of the literary history of Prance can fail 
to realize, after reading Professor Pingaud's book, that the col- 
lections of provincial libraries and provincial archives present a 
most fertile field for research, and that provincial newspapers and 
the records and publications of provincial societies often contain 
biographical material of the highest importance. 

Eunice Morgan Schenck. 

liryn Mawr College. 



Rasmus Bask. I Hundredret efter hans Hovedvwrk. Skildret av 
Otto Jespersen. [Folkets Ffirere]. Copenhagen and Chris- 
tiania, 1918. Pp. 80. 

In 1812 the Danish Scientific Society offered a prize the con- 
ditions of which were : 

" With historical criticism to investigate and with suitable exam- 
ples to show from what source the Old Scandinavian language may, 
with the greatest degree of certainty, be derived, to indicate the 
character of the language and the relation which it has occupied 
from earlier times and through the Middle Ages partly to the 
Northern partly to Germanic dialects, and also to determine exactly 
the principles, upon which derivation and comparison in these lan- 
guages should be founded." 

The recipient of the prize was Rasmus Rask, whose great " Pris- 
skrift " lay ready in 1818. On the centennial of its completion 
Professor Jespersen offers us a new study of Rask's life work. 
Prom childhood through youth we go with him upon his Asiatic 
journey, his return home, and his closing years. The final chapter 
is an appraisement of the scientific accomplishments of Rask. It is 
an exceedingly interesting story, well-told and impartial in its 
judgments, which it is a pleasure to me to call to the attention of 
the readers of this journal. 



